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Inside this Issue Thank you for your support! 
 
Bayside Power Squadron, Inc appreciates your sup-
port of this newsletter.  The monies received from the  
boosters are used to support the cost of producing 
the Running Lights.   

For a nominal fee of $10.00 your booster message 
will appear in ten issues of the “Running Lights”.  
These boosters are larger than usual and you can 
use them as you wish—your boat’s name, the names 
of your family members, etc.  A nice gesture would be 
to remember a deceased member. 

Please limit you message to:  14 letters and spaces 
per line.  You can use a total of 4 lines.  Oversized 
boosters cost extra.  Thank you. 

Send your message and your check to: 

Mary Molfetta 
142-50 56th Road 

Flushing, NY  11355-5316 
 

Checks made payable to: Bayside Power Squadron, 
Inc 

Boosters can be found on pages 16 & 17 of this  
issue. 

COMMANDER Cdr        Seth Cirker, SN 516-883-8848 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER Lt/C       Marco Michelson,  AP 917-771-2111 

EDUCATION OFFICER Lt/C       Mary Ann Jordan, SN 718-767-3683 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER Lt/C       Suzanne Zenkewick, P 516-561-9786 

SECRETARY Lt/C       Sharon E. Molteni, SN 718-224-2124 

TREASURER P/C        Sean P. Donohoe,  SN 718-565-7952 

ASSISTANT SEO 1stLt      James Jordan, SN 718-767-3683 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 1stLt      Andrea Mahee, S 718-671-1688 

FLAG LIEUTENANT P/C        Sean P. Donohoe,  SN 718-565-7952 

CHAPLAIN P/C        Daniel Fannon, AP 917-544-3637 

http://www.usps.org
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BAYSIDE POWER SQUADRON, INC.  
www.bpsqd.org 

A UNIT OF THE UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 

CHARTERED 14 NOVEMBER 1936 

RUNNING LIGHTS  

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 

Volume 69  Number 8 

October, 2021 

 Bayside General Membership Meeting 

 
DATE  -  18 October 2021 

TIME  -  Executive Committee Meeting  (7:30pm) 

               General Membership Meeting  2000hrs  (8:00pm) 

                                     

LOCATION -  Virtual Meeting   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

October 

1     District 3 Council Meeting  

           (Melville Marriott) 

5     America’s Boating Course Begins  

                     (details to follow) 

13        District 3 Nominating Committee Meeting 

                     (Oyster Bay Skating Rink) 

 

18       Bayside Executive Meeting    1930 hrs (7:30pm) 

            Bayside General Membership Meeting  2000 hrs (8:00pm) 

 

November 

 

3         D/3 Nominating Committee Meeting 

 

6         D/3 Fall Educational Conference 

               (see flier on page 14) 

 

15     Bayside Executive Meeting    1930 hrs (7:30pm) 

           Bayside General Membership Meeting  2000 hrs (8:00pm) 

 

Published monthly in the interest of  Bayside  

Power Squadron, Inc.; a unit of District 3 of the 

United States Power Squadrons®.  The opinions 

expressed by the editor and contributors are 

their own and do not necessarily reflect the  

policy of Bayside Power Squadron, Inc. or of the  

United States Power Squadrons. 

EDITOR P/C John M.  Listner, AP 

FEATURES Lt/C Sharon E.  Molteni, SN 

 P/C Sean P.  Donohoe, SN 

 P/C  Daniel S.  Fannon, AP 

MAILING P/C  Sean P.  Donohoe, SN 

 P/C Marlene Thyer, AP 

 Lt Gene Thyer, AP 

Proof Readers Kathy Listner 

BUSINESS Lt Mary Molfetta, S 

SECRETARY Lt/C Sharon E.  Molteni, SN 

Advertisements of products and services in  

the “Running Lights” does not necessarily  

imply endorsement or approval by the 

United States Power Squadrons or by  

Bayside Power Squadron, Inc. District 3 

New York 

FOR ADDRESS CORRECTIONS CONTACT: 

Lt/C Sharon E.  Molteni, SN 

718-224-2124 

sharon.molteni@verizon.net 

http://www.bpsqd.org
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  The Commander’s Message                    

                                                                                                Cdr. Seth Cirker, SN 

First, I’d like to express my appreciation to all those who participated at last month’s Port Washington Yacht 

Club and Safe Harbor Capri Marina events. Many thanks to Marco, Carol, Gil, Gene, Sharon, Sean, and Guy 

for making these possible. Community-based events like these are becoming more and more important as 

we are seeing a decline in member referrals from the national organization. These “Meet & Greets” provide 

a unique opportunity in which we can raise awareness of America’s Boating Club by sharing valuable  

information with our local boating community. Taking a one-two punch approach, we are following these 

introductory meetings with a series of six seminars that we believe will also be of value. Boaters are  

welcome to take all seminars or just those of personal interest. From here, we will determine if there’s an 

appetite for our greater time commitment courses. As always, new member engagement and retainment  

remains key to our success. Adapting to changing times is the challenge. At our last General Meeting, John 

Zenkewich shared some thoughts he had on using QR codes, barcodes boaters can scan with their phones, 

to collect contact their information and provide them with helpful information. We’d welcome any other 

thoughts or ideas you might have here. Please let me know. 

 

Next, I’d like to share a recent boating experience I had as a guest, alongside five others, on another Bayside 

member’s boat. Immediately after leaving the dock, no sooner than taking fenders and lines in, blue lights 

appeared to port. A Coast Guard high speed response boat with a half dozen armed personnel requested to 

board. After two officers boarded, I did what any wise Commander would do in a situation like this, abandon 

ship. Glancing towards the Coast Guard helmsman, “Permission to board?” I requested and was welcomed 

on their vessel. When offered a tour of their boat, I responded, “No time, this should be quick. There’s more 

boating safety knowledge and experience on these two boats than in the rest of the sound. They’re all  

United States Power Squadrons officers having taken every course from safety certificate to celestial  

navigation”. They snickered, likely only eager to put their two fellow officers though another checklist, which 

in the end, confirmed that all the safety equipment previously verified in a Vessel Safety Check was on 

board. With all boxes on their form checked, we were on our way, else we would have been headed back to 

the dock. Vessel Safety Checks payoff. 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone on the 18th at our next General Meeting. 

 

Seth Cirker, SN-CN 

Commander, America’s Boating Club of Bayside 

http://www.usps.org
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Amid the ongoing uncertainties of these times, it’s tempting to let our imaginations wander into a wistful and utopian 
world where there are no pandemics, where the concerns of one’s society become simplified by a focus on the family 
unit’s sustenance, where boating activities are the central pillar of the family unit’s and societal success, where there is 
such an abundance of resources from the sea that seasonal migration of fish enable villagers along Long Island Sound 
to merely scoop up with a net all manner of fish and bread loaf-sized clams at the seashore, where critical resources 
are not wasted and where the needs of society are in complete harmony with our environment§… 

 

Strangely, what many don’t know is that this was the reality of Long Island Sound living only a little over 200 years ago 
(only 10 generations), when the allure of this “Mediterranean” paradise of the West led explorers, merchants, and 
waves of colonists to settle in this area. Of course, the inevitable was to occur – natural resources previously relied  
upon by indigenous peoples were exploited for commercial gain, the rapid growth of populations strained the land, the 
byproducts of the industrial revolution and human waste contaminated the rivers draining into the Sound and, yes, the 
first pandemics were introduced into this new frontier, where indigenous residents of the North East, numbering in the 
tens of thousands, were decimated by the introduction of infectious diseases bought into the New World by settlers. As 
the staggering pace of population growth continued, uncontrolled pollution began to asphyxiate the Sound to the point 
where certain species of fish have disappeared, where the natural habitats of migratory marine animals have been  
disrupted and where even the food chain upon which humans rely has also become threatened. Fortunately, because 
of the work emanating from partnerships between conservationists and local, state, and federal government, aware-
ness of this crisis has been brought to the fore and, in the last 1-2 generations, significant strides have been made to 
stem this tide of environmental destruction.  

 

America's Boating Club¥, as the preeminent educational organization fostering a mission of “…improving maritime  
safety and enjoyability through education…” is in a unique position to support the safety of our mariners as well as the 
“safety” of our waterways. So, let’s now imagine what we can resolve to do to assist in reclaiming the health of Long 
Island Sound and, on a what we, as some of the most devoted stewards of our waterways, upwards of 45,000¥  
members strong distributed among 450 squadrons¥ across the United States and its territories, can accomplish in re-
turning our local and national waterways to their natural state. 

 

Fair Winds! 

Marco K Michelson, AP 

Squadron Executive Officer 

 

 
¥Membership is approximate and based upon the description of the United States Power Squadron’s dba America’s Boating Club contained in 
Wikipedia’s eLibrary 

 
§T Andersen, This Fine Piece of Water. An Environmental History of Long Island Sound; Yale University Press, 2002 

Executive Officer’s Report  

                                                                                                

                                                                                       Lt/C Marco Michelson, AP 

http://www.usps.org


 

                                                                         7                                          www.bpsqd.org                                                                                                                             

   Bayside Power Squadron
 

 
 

As the temperature drops and the winds pick up, the boating season slowly winds down and America’s 
Boating Club of Bayside makes plans for the nautical education of its members and other nearby boaters.  
Unfortunately, because of the continuing presence of Covid-19, the timing is still not right for in-person  
learning.  As a result, course and seminar offerings will continue to be presented remotely. 
 
An ABC Course is starting on October 7 and will run for five weeks.  The following seminars are scheduled to 
take place during the Fall and Winter months:  On October 4, Confidence in Docking and Undocking;  
November 1, Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio; November 29, Anchoring with Assurance; December 27, 
Using GPS; January 24, Man Overboard; and February 21, Basic Weather and Forecasting. 
 
All these seminars will be presented virtually on Monday nights at 7:30PM. If you are interested in attending 
any of these seminars, please email Gene Molteni at eugene.molteni@verizon.net. 
 
Other possible seminars that could be presented at later dates are: Propane Systems on Your Boat; Partner in 
Command; Man Overboard; Hurricane Preparation for Boaters; How to Use a Chart; Basic Weather and  
Forecasting; and, AIS Electrionics for Boaters. Let us know if you are interested in any of these topics. During 
these months when many of us are no longer on the water is a great time to learn more about boating and 
hone our skills in preparation for the Spring of 2022. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Ann Jordan, SN 
SEO, America’s Boating Club of Bayside 

Educational Officer’s Report  

 

                                                                                                             Lt/C Mary Ann Jordan, 

http://www.bpsqd.org
mailto:eugene.molteni@verizon.net
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Even after an excruciatingly long 18 months, Covid continues to impact our lives.  Just when it looked like 

things were finally getting back to a semblance of normal, the Delta variant reared its ugly head, putting us 

several steps back to masks, mandates and restrictions.  In New York City, proof of vaccination is now re-

quired to eat inside restaurants or go to gyms and places of entertainment. 

 

Happily, even with the restrictions and the need for continued virtual meetings, our club has continued to do 

well.  Membership is stable; we even have several new members.  Attendance at our virtual meetings is  

stable, which is great considering we’re not sure how long we will need to continue virtual meetings.      

 

We have taken several steps to increase our club’s exposure, including demo days at Capri West and Safe 

Harbor/Capri West Marina, raft ups, picnics, Rendezvous East and ABC classes.  Other demos will likely be 

planned at Capri in Port Washington.  A virtual six seminar series is starting October 4 and continuing  

approximately monthly through February 2022.   

 

Our Facebook presence continues to grow, and we ask that all members “like” and share the articles on our 

Facebook page, which increases our exposure.  Of course, posting photos from our events would also be 

great to show both the boating and social aspects of our club. 

 

Although the Tobay Beach boat show was cancelled, the Norwalk and Newport boat shows have taken place, 

and the Annapolis boat show is taking place this month. 

 

We are entering the holiday season and making plans for our holiday party on December 5.  We are planning 
to hold the party at Jonathan’s, a beautiful and popular American restaurant in New Hyde Park.  We need a 
rough idea of attendance before we can finalize booking, so please email Kathy Listner at  
klistner@verizon.net or me at suerapzen@gmail.com as soon as possible to let us know if you plan to attend 
the holiday party. Further information about time and price will follow.   
 
 
 
 
Suzanne Zenkewich 

Administrative Officer  

  

 

Administrative Officer’s Report  

 

                                                                                                           Lt/C Suzanne Zenkewich,  P 

http://www.usps.org
mailto:klistner@verizon.net
mailto:suerapzen@gmail.com


 

                                                                         9                                          www.bpsqd.org                                                                                                                             

   Bayside Power Squadron
 

September was not a good month this year.  As a matter of fact, September was not a good month last year.  
And it certainly was not a good month 20 years ago.  That being said, I am taking a preemptive strike and 
skipping September next year – I don’t want to take any chances.  I drove all the way down to Raleigh, North 
Carolina for the Governing Board meeting only to have to drive back the next day because my basement got 
flooded from the remnants of Hurricane Ida.  For me, this is unexplainable.  I got a direct hit from Hurricane 
Irene in 2011, Hurricane Sandy in 2012, Hurricane Henri this year and numerous nor’easters over the years 
and did not get a drop of water in my basement, but Ida makes its way all the way from the Gulf Coast and 
dumps 14 inches of water in my basement.  I think there were fish that size swimming in my basement  
afterwards.  I have a theory – I think Mother Nature is afraid of me – she waited until I was out of town and 
then attacked.  She didn’t have the guts to face me head on.  Ironically, it was almost a year to the date that 
my basement got flooded from a broken water pipe in my bathroom.  I only lost an area rug when that  
happened.  This time I lost the rug and every piece of furniture, the water heater and so much more.  My  
refrigerator was lost and now I have to go all the way upstairs to get my Coke.  And just like the flood from 
the broken pipe, I lost another four rolls of toilet paper and once again the insurance company would not  
replace them.  I would put my toilet paper in the safe but that got flooded as well.  On a positive note, my 
fishing poles did not get damaged which I probably could have used in my basement. 
 
I know I’m preaching to the choir because many people reading this suffered a lot more from Sandy, so let’s 
not talk about Mother Nature anymore.  Let’s talk about boating.  Last month, Bayside held two more public 
boating events.  The first one was on Sunday 12 September at the Port Washington Yacht Club and it was a 
very windy day.  So windy, that I thought it was another hurricane – Mother Nature always finds a way into 
the conversation.  The members of the club brought in their own boats to have a boat show.  I thought they 
did this because they all wanted to sell their boats, but they were doing it to show everyone that the club 
was not just for tennis.  We were there to spread the word about safe boating and show everyone that the 
power squadron was not just for tennis either.  The club must have known I was coming because we were 
treated to a group of bagpipers.  Either that or they also knew that we were halfway to St. Patrick’s Day.  I 
tried playing the bagpipes when I was younger, but every time I practiced, the neighbors called the ASPCA 
because they thought I was torturing an animal. 
 
Our next event was a lot less windy.  It was a repeat of what we did in June at Capri West Marina in Port 
Washington.  We set up tables to demonstrate various boating aspects and promote our classes and  
seminars.  This one was not as crowded as our first demo day.  Maybe the boat owners were depressed that 
the season was coming to an end.  On the plus side, we enjoyed a nice lunch at Butler’s Flat Clam Shack, 
which is famous for its lobster rolls.  You’d think it would be clam rolls.  Either way, I had a hot dog instead.  
You can’t go wrong with a hot dog. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                     Continued on next page 

From the Crow’s Nest 

                                                                                                Lt/C Sean P.  Donohoe, SN 

http://www.bpsqd.org


 

  www.usps.org                                                10 

    United States Power Squadrons® 

 
 
After our September demo day, Gil took us for another boat ride.  Shortly after leaving the dock, we got 
stopped by the Coast Guard for an inspection – like they were going to find anything wrong on Gil’s boat.  
Apparently our reputation did not proceed us.  Our commander, Seth Cirker was with us and he decided to 
follow the Coast Guard’s example.  When the Coast Guard officers boarded Gils’ boat, Seth boarded their 
boat and he’s not even a vessel examiner – yet.  We tried to see if the Coast Guard wanted to make a  
trade – they get Seth and we get one of them.  Gil’s boat and a box of doughnuts made the offer very 
tempting, but they opted to stay with the Coast Guard. 
 
This time of year is a very busy time for me.  Newsletter articles are due, merit marks are due and reports for 
the squadron meetings, district meetings and the Fall Conference are due.  On top of all that, I am still  
cleaning my house from the flood.  Ironically, when I take a break from all my report duties, I clean my house 
and when I take a break from cleaning, I go back to my reports.  I thought taking a break meant relaxing, so I 
think I’m doing something wrong.  This is what happens when there is no union.  On my next break, I will be 
putting up my Halloween decorations and getting candy that I have no intentions of giving out.  Just like 
boating, have a fun and safe Happy Halloween! 
    

 
Slán Abhaile, Sean 

 

From the Crow’s Nest 

                                                                                                Lt/C Sean P.  Donohoe, SN 

http://www.usps.org
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The Bayside Buzz 

                                                                                   P/C Sharon E. Molteni, SN 

What’s the BUZZ?  I want to assure you that Bayside appears to have been spared some of 

the Covid 19 infections that others have experienced but never say never.  Luckily, Guy did 

not attend the National Governing Board Meeting, as planned, and, although Sean got 

there he couldn’t stay because of flooding at his house from Ida.   

Our Virtual General Meeting on September 20th went well, as it has been going. We will 

continue to focus on other possible venues for teaching and meeting since our regular 

venues are closed.   

However, we are offering Courses and Seminars now. Just check the Squadron Educational 

Officer’s report on Page …. Docking Seminar (virtual) – October 4th.  ABC Course is (virtual) 

starting October 7th.  Keep checking we are adding surprises all the time. 

What’s on the Horizon? 

Mark Your Calendar for Sunday, December 5th. We are planning a wonderful Holiday Party 

(The first in 2 years) at Jonathan’s Restaurant in New Hyde Park.  The flyer on Page … , 

with details, should whet (not wet) your appetite for an afternoon of good company, fabu-

lous food and beverages. Don’t miss it.   

Watch your Email for surprise events.  

America’s Boating Club of Bayside has been providing Boating Education, Civic Programs 

and Camaraderie to its members and the public since 1936…85 years.  We will continue to 

reach out (within Social Distancing Rules) in order to fulfill our mission.  We welcome the 

assistance of all members.  We welcome new members. 

Bayside – Good & Welfare – October 2021 

We hope that Brian Finn will be feeling better soon.  The crisp air of October should give him a boost. 

Please remember Anna Lapicola in your prayers.  Anna is having surgery soon.  Anna (known as Mom) is Mary 

Molfetta’s mother. 

Let’s all watch out for each other. 

Please be safe and stay well.   

 

See you soon. 

Sharon Molteni, Secretary 

 

718-224-2124 

http://www.bpsqd.org
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Meet & Greet” on September 12th at the Port 

Washington Yacht Club’s Member Boat Show.  

http://www.usps.org
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                         AHOY MATEYS! 
         Updated Prices For The Following Items 

 

• Squadron polo shirts with the burgee 

sizes:  S/M/L/XL  $25;   XXL  $27;   XXXL   $29 

 

• Two sizes of Bayside Burgees: 

Small for boats less than 27’        —    $30.00 

Large for boats greater than 27’   —   $35.00 

 

• Name Tags:   $8.00 or $9.00 depending on which 

pin is on the backside 

 

            OTHER ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE 

If you wish to order, please contact 

Mary Ann Jordan at 718-767-3683 

Ship’s Store 

 

 
Look who celebrates  

Birthdays this October 
            Compiled by:  P/C Sharon E. Molteni, SN 

 

 

 

2 Oct      David Boyle 

 

7 Oct     Jennifer Vignone 

 

22 Oct     Steven Colvin, AP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bpsqd.org
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Early To Bed, Early To Rise, 

Fish All Day, Make Up Lies 

“IRISH REEL” 

“SWEETWATER” 

 

Rod & Debbie 

“OBATALA” 

 

Marion & Casandra 

Remembering You 

Sal and Lorraine 

Forever Loved 

Angela & Marie 

In Memory Of 

P/C Joseph L. Schady, Sr. 

Our Mentor and Friend 

Tom & Maureen 

IN MEMORY OF 

HARRY KEMP 

 

Sharon & Gene 

IN MEMORY OF 

JOHN PAPA 

 

Sharon & Gene 

“LOVEY II” 

 

Mary & John 

THANK YOU BAYSIDE 

“FREEDOM” 

 

Gil C. Allen, SN 

“IRISH ROOTS” 

 

Mary & Tommy 

God Bless Princesses 

Claudia, Olivia and Julia 

You’re Always In 

Grandma’s Heart 

In Loving memory of 

Gerry and Judi Pick 

Jim and Julia Cotter 

Tom & Maureen 

Running Lights Boosters 

In Loving Memory Of 

P/C Morris Ripps, SN 

& 

Hortense Ripps 

Always in Our Hearts 

Carol. Geoff, Melissa, Eric & Brian 

 

In Memory of Michael J. Frigano 

Former Editor of the “Running Lights” 

 

Maureen and Tom 

In Memory of  

“Newsboy Mike” 

 

Joe and Beth 

“ANGELIQUE” 

 

Elaine and Lou Bauer 

http://www.usps.org
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WE SUPPORT BAYSIDE 

 

Guy & Nina 

THANKS TO BAYSIDE 

 

Cdr Dan Fannon 

“SUMMER BREEZE” 

 

Gene & Sharon 

In Loving Memory Of 

Irene SooHoo 

Always In Our Hearts 

George & Family 

In Loving Memory Of 

P/C Richard S. Lewis, AP 

& 

Harriet Lewis 

Together Forever 

Always in Our Hearts 

Laura & Peter 

Running Lights Boosters 

In Loving Memory Of 

James V. Perri, II 

Love You 

The Seeto Family 

DAN AND THE 

MELODIC 

thank 

Bayside 

“In loving memory of Sonny, 

Lisa & Norman” 

Gene & Marlene Thyer 

I Lean II 

“SUPPORT OUR TROOPS” 

 

Brian & Pat Finn  

“KARMA II” 

 

Ann & Richard Frenz 

“SEA DOG” 

 

Besty & Joe 

Mandara 

 

9-11 

“343”  Never Forget 

 

Brian and Pat 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF KAY 

KEMP 

 

Maureen & Tom  

“In loving memory of  

P/C Nina P.  Anastasio, SN” 

 

John & Kathy Listner 

In Memory of   

Jules Levitan 

 

Joseph  D’Avanzo 

“Bull Dog...Come Back” 

 

Joseph D’Avanzo 

http://www.bpsqd.org
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Important Links 

United States Power Squadrons® website www.usps.org 

United States Power Squadrons®  -  

Public Website 
americasboatingclub.org/ 

United States Power Squadrons®  - 

Digital Media Library 
uspsdml.org/ 

Bayside Power Squadron website www.bpsqd.org 

USPS District 3 website www.usps.org/d3 

Bayside Power Squadron Facebook Page www.facebook.com/baysidepowersquadron 

 

http://www.usps.org
http://www.usps.org
https://americasboatingclub.org/
uspsdml.org/
http://www.bpsqd.org/
http://www.usps.org/d3
http://www.facebook.com/baysidepowersquadron
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BAYSIDE POWER SQUADRON, INC. 

                 www.bpsqd.org 

162-27 12th Avenue 

Beechhurst, NY  11357 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bpsqd.org

